
TRUTH ILLUSTRATED
A study of Jesus’ Parables

Week 7

  Scouting Report
A Sabbath dinner party hosted by a prominent

 Pharisee.

Understanding God's Law of Love.

Unexpected acceptance of a Master's invitation. 

God's heart blesses those who can't reciprocate.
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THE PARTY
What is heaven like? Be honest, at one point 
or another you’ve thought to yourself, “Heaven 
sounds boring.” Many of us have opinions about the 
hereafter formed more by culture and media than 
what the Bible teaches. Perhaps our minds picture 
the Angel Soft toilet paper babies floating on clouds 
with wings. Some of us might even have dared to 
think, “If all the rock stars and other icons are going 
to Hell, that sounds more fun.” 

While “fun” might not be the first word we use 
to describe Heaven, it’s only because the word is 
inadequate. Seeing the Grand Canyon for the first-
time isn’t really “fun,” but it ain’t boring either. It’s 
depth, width, color, and general bigness 
is awesome to behold. Author of the 
book Heaven, Randy Alcorn, has a great 
response to this idea that you should check 
out in the QR code. 

Not only will Heaven be an “eternal gasp!” 
as one scholar put it, but the first thing we’ll do is 
go to a party. The Wedding Feast of the Lamb is 
described in Revelation 19. It’s one of the first things 
that believers will do as we enter into eternity. This 
party is thousands of years in the making and will 
be incredible. The question is not, “Should I want to 
go?” The only question is, “How do I get there?”

15 When one of those at the meal with Jesus heard 
this, he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will 
feast in the kingdom of God!” 16 But Jesus said to him, 
“A man once gave a great banquet and invited many 
guests. 17 At the time for the banquet he sent his slave 
to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, because 
everything is now ready.’ 18 But one after another they 
all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I 
have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please 
excuse me.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke 
of oxen, and I am going out to examine them. Please 
excuse me.’ 20 Another said, ‘I just got married, and I 
cannot come.’ 21 So the slave came back and reported 
this to his master. Then the master of the household 
was furious and said to his slave, ‘Go out quickly 
to the streets and alleys of the city, and bring in the 
poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22 Then 
the slave said, ‘Sir, what you instructed has been 
done, and there is still room.’ 23 So the master said to 
his slave, ‘Go out to the highways and country roads 
and urge people to come in, so that my house will be 
filled. 24 For I tell you, not one of those individuals 
who were invited will taste my banquet!’”

Luke 14:15–24

Discussion
What's the most exciting thing you've ever been 
invited to? 

1. What was the response of the original invitees to 
the master's call to "Come"? (18)

2. Who did the master invite after the original invitees
declined his offer? (22-23)

3. What reason did the master give when he ordered his 
slave go find more people? (“so that…” v. 23b)

4. What possible emotions might the second group 
of invitees have felt when receiving the invitation from 
the master?

5. To whom could you offer an invitation and to what 
might you invite them? Now, who is the person you 
thought of and then decided not to write their name? 
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The opposite side of an invitation is rejection. Rejection takes 
many forms. Usually, it's not an outright "Leave!" However, 
from making fun of someone, to online bullying, it's easy to 
reject others. If you have questions, talk to you coach today. 
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STUDY NOTES
THE DRAFT
In the military, if you want to join a special forces unit 
you must go through a process called “selection.” To 
even qualify for selection, you must outshine pretty 
much everyone else. For the Green Berets, you start 
the selection process at a 6-week prep course at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., working harder than you ever have in 
your life. That’s before you even enter Special Forces 
Assessment and Selection, where you will work even 
harder than before. All that to say, if you want to be 
a special forces operator—Green Beret, Seal, Marine 
Raider, PJ, etc.—they don’t give that away, you must 
earn it. 

Compare that to a different kind of elite group. 
Getting drafted into pro sports is tough. However, in 
the days leading up to the draft, there’s no work to 
do. Almost everything about your future is (voluntarily) 
out of your hands. It’s an invitation you can hope for, 
but not one you can earn. As one former pro baseball 
player said of the draft, “It’s like starting a book with no 
title, no foreword and no chapter list. Each page writes 
itself as you go.” 

The religious elite of Jesus’ day believed that 
getting into heaven was like making it into the special 
forces. You had to outshine your peers. If you weren’t 
Jewish, or had some imperfection or ailment, you 
weren’t even qualified to begin “selection.” If you met 
the pre-qualifications, you had to earn your place 
through training, instruction, and keeping the Law—
including the interpretation of the Law by the religious 
leaders. You had to work hard and earn your place.

This was similar thinking to the man who, while 
eating and listening to Jesus teach, said, “Blessed is 
everyone who will feast in the kingdom of God!” 
We might have expected Jesus to give a hearty, 
“Amen!” Nope. Instead, Jesus knew the man’s heart 
and began another parable. 

A GREAT BANQUET 
ILLUSTRATES GOD’S HEART
Jesus started his parable, “A man once gave a great 
banquet and invited many guests. At the time for 
the banquet he sent his slave to tell those who 
had been invited, ‘Come, because everything is 
now ready.’” 

There are a few things we need to understand 
about this situation. First, when it says “invited 
guests,” it’s referring to guests who have already 
RSVP’d and said they’ll be there. Second, 
feeding a bunch of people is an expensive ordeal. 

However, back in Jesus’ day, you didn’t run to the 
supermarket and buy your supplies. Once you found 
out how many guests were coming, you starting killing 
and butchering livestock. All of this took time. Third, 
because of the previous RSVP and the expense, a 
guest who accepted the invitation was duty-bound to 
come when called. 

Sending the slave to go round-up the guests 
was a customary way of letting the guests know that 
everything was ready. However, when this man did so, 
one after another they all began to make excuses. 
“I have bought a field,” “I have bought five yoke of 
oxen,” and “I just got married.” Everyone hearing 
Jesus would have understood these excuses were 
lame. Nobody bought anything without first examining 
it. And, weddings involved so many in the community 
that they weren’t surprises, nor would the master have 
let his party conflict with a wedding. All these things 
had formalities involved such that they don’t pop-up 
on you at the last moment. These men intentionally 
broke their promises and everyone knew it. 

“The master of the household was furious 
and, not wasting food or time, said to his slave, ‘Go 
out quickly to the streets and alleys of the city, 
and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and 
the lame.’ And when that didn’t fill up the space, the 
master said to his slave, ‘Go out to the highways 
and country roads and urge people to come in, so 
that my house will be filled. For I tell you, not one 
of those individuals who were invited will taste 
my banquet!’”
GOD’S HEART EXTENDS GRACE
The banquet that Jesus described aligned with the 
Jewish expectation of eternal fellowship with God. Yet, 
Jesus just flipped the script on who would be invited 
to the banquet. The people Jesus listed weren’t elite. 
They weren’t religious special forces caliber. They got 
drafted, not based on merit, but only through accepting 
an invitation. They got the call and said, “Yes!” 

The guys who declined the invitation thought they 
deserved an invitation, the people who came realized 
they didn’t. When we come into a relationship with 
God through Jesus, it’s not because we deserve it. It’s 
simply an invitation that we receive.

Not only do we receive this invitation that we could 
never repay, we’re also called to extend it. What do 
you think would happen when you invite the losers and 
rejects to a party? Maybe somebody would question 

you asking, “Why did you invite them?” With 
that question, the door is wide open to discuss 
another invitation, “Let me tell you what God has 
done for me.”


